
    January 2025 
Dates for your Diary 
 
Sunday 2nd February 2025, Trading Hut reopens. 
Tuesday 18th February 2025 2.30pm to 4.30pm, Garden Talk (information below) 
Tuesday 15th April 2025 7pm to 9pm, Garden Talk 
Saturday 14th June 2025, Molesey Carnival 
Tuesday 17th June 2025 7pm to 9pm, Garden Talk 
Tuesday 22nd July 2025, Garden Visit to Great Comp Garden (information below) 
Saturday 16th August 2025 Annual Flower Show  
Tuesday 21st October 2025 2.30 to 4.30 p.m. Garden Talk 
 
Welcome to our first newsletter of 2025 and wishing you all a very Happy New Year 

I hope you have all enjoyed your Christmas holiday and are now refreshed and looking 

forward to the new gardening year. 

AGM 

Thank you to everyone who attended the AGM, I am pleased to report that numbers were 

up on the last few years.  After the formal business there was a fun quiz, wine and mince 

pies, the evening was a great success and was an opportunity for members to meet and 

make new friends. We hope to see you next year. 

An important matter that was discussed was the lack of committee members.  The society 

has been existing without a secretary, we do need to fill this position as other members of 

the committee have taken on some of the secretary’s duties.  Please contact myself Jean 

Billett jean.billett@ntlworld.com if you are in a position to take on the role of Secretary or 

join the committee, many members make lighter work and we only meet 4 times a year 

usually prior to a main event. 

Membership 

Thank you to all who have renewed your membership for 2025, if you have not yet done so 

there is a renewal form attached to this email.  Your membership is important to keep the 

society going, having been in existence since 1917.  Our membership is still only £5 per 

household which is excellent value as many other organisations are putting up their 

membership fees. If you have a 5-year membership which expired in 2024 it will now need 
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to be renewed.  If you are not sure, please email our membership Secretary Margaret Smith 

margaretsmith85a@gmail.com 

If you are renewing your membership at the Trading Hut, would you please bring a 

completed renewal form and payment.  Membership cards will not be issued on the day of 

renewal but will be available a few weeks after renewal at the Trading Hut. 5-year 

membership cards will now clearly show the expiry date and will only be issued at the 

commencement of the 5 years, not each year as has previously been the norm.  

Garden Talks 

The first EMGS talk for 2025 will be on Tuesday 18th February, 2.30 for a 3pm start.  The 

speaker is Keith Hine, and his subject is 'Plants for Free'. (Sounds good!!!)  The venue as 

usual is St. Nicholas Church Hall in Summer Road.  Admission fee including Tea/Coffee and a 

biscuit, is £2.00 for members and £3.00 for Non-Members.  Look forward to seeing you 

then.  

Trading Notes 

Thank you all for your continued support. It is great to see you when you visit us at the 

Trading hut. 

We are opening for the New Year on Sunday 2nd February 2025. 

We have received the orders you placed for seed potatoes so they can be collected as soon 

as we reopen. If you have not placed an order but need some, please come to the depot as 

we have some available for immediate purchase.  

We have had a large delivery of compost, manure and fertilisers so we now have plenty 

available for you.  

Please remember we take both credit and debit cards and there is no minimum purchase 

necessary or charge for this service.  

Do not forget, if there is something that you are looking for and we do not stock it, please 

let me know and I will try and obtain in for you. We have several special items for customers 

recently, so just ask. We want to stock items that you want. 

New, and old, members may like to be reminded the EMGS Trading Depot is on the 

Beauchamp Road Allotment Site (entrance between 104 and 106 Beauchamp Road, East 

Molesey, KT8 0PH).  

We will be open on Sundays from 9.00 am to 11.00 am until and including the 30th 

November 2025.  We then close over Christmas and New Year and reopen on Sunday 1st 

February 2026. Due to an exceedingly small number of customers visiting on Wednesday 

evenings the Trading Hut will no longer be opening on Wednesday evenings during the 

months of April, May, and June. 
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A reminder that parking is limited when the depot is open, so please only bring your vehicle 

on site if you are purchasing anything heavy.  Also please remember that there is a site 

speed limit of 5 mph for obvious reasons. 

Drostan Stileman 

January 2025 

Flower Show 

A reminder of the photographic Classes: 

Reflections; Winter Magic;  Sunsets, I am sure many of you have some lovely photos tucked 

away awaiting to be entered. 

Garden Days Out for 2025, 
Sensational Salvias at Great Comp July 22nd 
 
At the AGM in December, I introduced some ideas for our visits for 2025 and as always 

asked for requests. I am delighted to announce that it is a member’s garden 

recommendation that I have now booked and so we will be heading to Sevenoaks on 

Tuesday July 22 to visit Great Comp Garden. It looks fabulous, thank you! 

Not only is it home to Dyson’s Salvia Nursery, the garden curator William Dyson, is also the 

UK’s leading Salvia expert and is justifiably proud to have made Great Comp into a garden 

lover’s paradise and one of the finest gardens in Kent. 

Sevenoaks is not far away, so we can look forward to a comfortable journey of about 90 

minutes and a wonderful day to explore the garden, shop in the nursery and relax in the Old 

Dairy Tearooms. You can look it all up here: https://www.greatcompgarden.co.uk/ 

I am looking forward to filling the bus on the way home with plenty of ‘uncommon’ new 

plants for our gardens, so please check your diary and then ask a friend to come too.  Little 

by little, our garden trips are attracting new members to the society. This is so important 

and is much appreciated. We all have friends who enjoy an easy day out with all the travel 

and plans laid on, so do please consider this. 

The booking form for the trip is ready (attached to this email), so please complete yours and 

return it to me soon.  I will announce our September trip in due course and do let me have 

your ideas if there’s a garden you think we’d enjoy. 

Happy New Year, Julia 

Molesey Carnival 

As you may know the Society has a plant stall at the Carnival and we rely on members to 

help with stocking the stall.  It is so easy to contribute as when you are dividing plants or 

sowing seeds, please pot one or two for sale at the Carnival.  We also buy in plug plants 

which members have helped to grow on in the past.  An email explaining how you can help 

with the plug plants will be sent out in February. 
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Report Asian Hornet Sight 

  

 Asian Hornets have been sighted in the UK in recent years.  Why does this matter?  The 

Asian Hornet is highly aggressive predator of our native insects; entomologists feel that the 

Asian Hornet poses a significant threat to honeybees and other pollinators. 

Two Asian hornet nests were found in Surrey in September 2023.  The nests were 

subsequently destroyed by experts from DEFRA.   Keep up to date with Asian hornet 

sightings by clicking here. 

If you think you have seen an Asian Hornet, take a photo if you can.  Please take care and do 

not disturb an active nest.   Members of the public who suspect they have found an Asian 

Hornet should report it to the NNSS through their online form or by emailing 

alertnonnative@ceh.ac.uk. 

A free ID sheet is available from the GB Non-Native Species Secretariat (NNSS).  Click here to 

view detailed pictures to help you correctly identify an Asian Hornet. 

 

https://www.nationalbeeunit.com/about-us/beekeeping-news/2023-asian-hornet-rolling-updates
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https://risc.brc.ac.uk/alert.php?species=asian_hornet&utm_source=NBS+Enews+March+24&utm_campaign=1bfea2fbc6-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2024_03_18_08_51&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-1bfea2fbc6-%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D
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https://www.nonnativespecies.org/assets/Uploads/ID_Vespa_velutina_Asian_Hornet_5.0-1.pdf
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