
 

Dates for your diary  

AGM Tuesday, 26th November 2024 7pm to 9pm  

Tuesday 18th February 2025 2.30pm to 4.30pm Garden Talk   

Tuesday 15th April 2025 7pm to 9pm Garden Talk   

Tuesday 17th June 2025 7pm to 9pm Garden Talk   

Saturday, 16th August 2025 Annual Flower Show  

Tuesday, 21st October 2025 2.30 to 4.30 p.m. Garden Talk   
  

AGM Tuesday, 26th November 2024  
  

Please do come along to the AGM, as it is a good opportunity to get to know other members of the 

Society. After the formal business of the evening, there will be wine, soft drinks and mince pies served 

and fun quiz with prizes for the winning table.  
  

Flower Show  

Our show this year was a great success, a lovely sunny day and 223 entries.  The success of the day is 

thanks to all who entered, helped with the preparations and volunteered to help on the day. And not 

forgetting the many visitors.  I would also like to congratulate all members who entered the show and 

won either a first, second or third.  If it was your first year of entering, I hope you were successful and it 

has encouraged you to enter more classes next year, and if you were not successful, I am sure you will do 

better next year. Certificates were awarded as follows:  

National Dahlia Society Silver Certificate for the best Dahlia in the show   Gerald Smith  

Esher Molesey Garden Society Certificate for best Rose in the show Gill Viner  

National Vegetable Society Certificate for best Vegetable in the show Basil Doolay  

EMGS Certificate for the member with the most points in all classes Nick Greedy  

EMGS Certificate for the member with the most points in fruit classes Nick Greedy  

EMGS Certificate for the member with the most points in Flower section Gerald Smith  

EMGS Certificate for the member with the most points in Vegetable section Nick Greedy  

EMGS Certificate for the member with the most points in Baking and preserving classes Sandra Billham 

Best Novice – overall Naveen Sagar  

Certificate for Best Flowers Allotment Society (class 68) Hampton Court Way Allotments  

Certificate for Best Vegetables Allotment Society (class 67) Hampton Court Way Allotments  

Mabs Hawley Cup Allotment Society with most points gained by members Lynwood Road Allotments 

Banksian Medal for 2024 Robert Chapman  

  



  

Photographic Classes for 2025 Flower Show  
  

If you did not enter one of the photographic classes this year, I am sure the categories we have chosen 

for 2025 will give you some inspiration.  The classes are  

Reflections Winter Magic Sunsets  
  
Trading Notes  

Thank you all for your continued support. It is great to see you when you visit us at the Trading hut.  

We have still a few spring flowering bulbs left including some large amaryllis bulbs for only £5.50 so come and 

have a look at what we have before they all get sold.  

We are still taking orders for seed potatoes that will be ready for collection in February next year.  Please place 

your orders before 1st November to make sure that you get the varieties and the quantities you need. Some 

people missed out last year as they forgot to order.  We expect delivery in late January or early February   

We have good stocks of Rosedale compost both ordinary and Peat Free.  Those who have been buying Peat Free 

mostly say that the quality has improved since we first started selling it. We also have manure and Strulch 

available.  

Please remember we take both credit and debit cards and there is no minimum purchase necessary or charge for 

this service.   

 Don’t forget, if there is something that you are looking for and we don’t stock it, please let me know and I will try 

and obtain it for you. We have got several special items for customers recently, so just ask. We want to stock items 

that you want.  

New, and old, members may like to be reminded the EMGS Trading Depot is on the Beauchamp Road Allotment 

Site (entrance between 104 and 106 Beauchamp Road, East Molesey, KT8 0PH).  

 We will be open on Sundays from 9.00 am to 11.00 am until and including the 24th November 2024.  We then will 

close over Christmas and New Year. We will then reopen on Sunday 2nd February 2025. We will also be opening on 

Wednesday evenings from 7.00pm till 8.00pm during the months of April, May and June in 2025.  

A reminder that parking is limited when the depot is open, so please only bring your vehicle on site if you are 

purchasing anything heavy.  Also please remember that there is a site speed limit of 5 mph for obvious reasons.  

Drostan Stileman  

  

WATERPERRY GARDENS VISIT  

Our Autumn visit on September 27th took us to the outskirts of Oxford and to Waterperry Gardens. Founded by 

Beatrix Havergal in the early 1930’s, the Waterperry Horticultural School soon became well respected. The 

continued existence and success of today’s Waterperry enterprise owes much to her foresight and determination. 

The day centred around exploring the extensive grounds that have continued to develop since Beatrix’s time at 

Waterperry. The woodland walk along the river was particularly interesting given the extensive areas of flooded 

land nearby – the river levels were clearly rising and beginning to encroach on to the grounds of the garden. Also 

around the perimeter were orderly rows of apples and pears, many ready for harvest and sale at the forthcoming 

Apple Weekend.   



Within the more formal parts of the garden are the Yew Henge ‘maze’, the waterlily canal, and in the Rose Garden 

(gated and fenced to try to control rabbits) a project is in progress to replant and replace some of the beds and 

paths. Beside these are large nursery beds organised into carefully labelled rows and tucked away in a corner a 

delightful alpine garden.  

However, the eye-catching highlights were the long herbaceous borders, filled with colour and variety. Waterperry 

prides itself on cultivating some of the best asters in the country and these did not disappoint, cleverly presented 

to provide height, depth and varying colour schemes.  From the borders, into the walled garden filled with dahlias, 

the saxifrage collection and the Orange tree house (complete with a beautiful display of gourds and squashes) 

leads back into the plant nursery.  

Time for lunch and a visit to the gallery and beautifully stocked shop before walking over to Waterperry House for 

the afternoon fresco tour, which turned out to have nothing at all to do with cherubs and ornate artwork. It’s 

probably true to say that we were all absolutely amazed by the beauty and skill of what we saw. This excellent 

tour was conducted by Simon, the steward of Waterperry, who captured the history and philosophy of the art 

superbly. It’s difficult to sum up the experience in a few words so here is a link that will do the job: 

https://youtu.be/ODsxCzbOgbw.   

Just a few minutes left for a cup of tea, a swift visit to the small and very beautiful church and perhaps a quick tour 

of the museum. For a place that looks too small to occupy more than a morning’s visit, Waterperry is in fact a real 

hidden treasure. With a cosy, well stocked café that also has plenty of outdoor summer seating there’s no need to 

run out of steam during a day spent there. To plan a visit to Waterperry or to find out more, all the information is 

here: https://www.waterperrygardens.co.uk/  

Our visits for 2025 will be announced early in the New Year. Members and friends are all very welcome. We 

usually travel within a 2-hour radius of Esher and visit one garden in a day. Our visits take place twice a year in 

May or June and in September.   

  

Photographs of some of the highlights of Waterperry Gardens and Frescos  

  

Asters                                                                                            Borders  

  

  

  

https://youtu.be/ODsxCzbOgbw
https://youtu.be/ODsxCzbOgbw


Orchard                                                           Riverside Walk  

  

Fresco Eagle                                                        Fresco Water Birds  

  

Fresco Grasses                                                   Fresco Leaves  

  

Fresco Water Birds                                               Gourds  



  

Herbaceous Border  

  

  

  

  


